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regretted that political necessity compelled the Raja to
return suddenly to India, without making his projected
tour of Europe and giving the New Art Company his
further patronage. Vronsky, also, wished that the
Maharaja had seen Darnaris his most talented star. He
had given Marie leave of absence to enable her to make a
futile search for Olga in a South German town, whither a
false clue had directed her, and she was to rejoin the
Company during the following week. Boris had at-
tempted to persuade the Raja to postpone his return to
India to witness her performance. The Russian's
eloquence had been in vain, for the political necessity
compelling the cancellation of the Raja's European tour
and his hasty return to his State was nothing less impor-
tant then the institution of a commission to inquire into
the financial position of Ghanapur. The State was
suffering from pecuniary syncope, owing to its ruler's
wanton extravagance on hotels, dahabeeyahs* inlaid
furniture, rugs, jewellery, silks, scarabs and hospitality to
all and sundry. To the Raja's extreme annoyance, the
Government of India insisted upon teaching him the
difference between the debit and credit side of his pass-
book, and his attitude towards his monitors was similar
to that of a naughty schoolboy.
Again the passengers were irritated at the changes
made on account of the Maharaja of Ghanapur. Seats at
the Captain's table, previously occupied by senior
officials of the Indian Civil Service, and ofl&cers of the
Indian Army, were now reserved for the Maharaja, his
Personal Minister, Mr. Krishnamurti and his Private
Secretary, Mr John Durrant. Vronsky, of course, as the
Prince's guest was also accommodated at the Captain's
table. The Raja, however, made a favourable impres-
$100, for during lunch the Captain rose and rapping on
tibe table commanded silence, ** I'm requested by His
Highoess the Maharaja of Ghanapur to ask you to take
1 Nik sailing-boats.